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(gnnannn, That Ml". Chafe, Mr. J. Hall, Mr. Lethrbury, and Mr. J. Henry, prepare a
meflage to the fenate to accompany the faid bill. L

Mr. Bayly brings in and delivers 1o Mr. Spcaker a bill, entitled, An adt to repeal an a&, en-
titled, An a& to appoint commiflioners to ftate and fettle the publ?c accounts ; which was read
the firft time and ordered to lie on the table.

- ~Mr. Chafe brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following meflage :
‘ ' By 'r‘f'-u HOUSE or DELE‘GATES,- Max 16, 1780.
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS, B L :
" WE have rejeéted your | bill' to prevent perfons refiding in the Britifh dominions from profe-
cuting or com‘mencing’ fuits in our ‘courts of juftice during the war.  The bill is improper and
unneceflary. By the conmmon law (which the citizens of this ftate are entitled to by the decla-
ration of rights) all the members of this ftate are its citizens or fubje&ls, and all not members are
‘aliens. A citizen cannot be an alien, and an alien cannot be a citizen ; whoever is a fubjeét is
not an alien, and whoever is not a fubjeét is an alien. Every perfon muft be one or the other.
The civil capacity of Icitizens or fubjedts is indivifible, and cannot be qualified. Every fubject
of Great-Britain or any other nation is an alien to this ftate. All the fubjecls of Great-Britain
are at this time alie enemies, and by the common law they cannot fue for or recover debts,
or any other perfonﬁ property. The|plea to any altion by a fubje& of the king of Great-Bri-
tain, in enmity with this ftate, will effe@ually bar fuch fuit, without the aid of an act of aflem-
bly. We cannot give our aflent to your bill, becaufe it would neceffarily imply that Britith fub-
Je&s are not aliens, and during the prefent war between the two countries alien enemies.
The queflion who are aliens your honours have confented ought to be left to the judicial
power, and yet you propofe a bill, by which the opinion of the legiflature would be given, that
- Britifh fubjedts are not alicns. We are unwilling to admit the Fuppoﬁtion, that your honours
intended to influence the decifion in our courts on this queftion (which will probably be agitated
betore them in a few days) by thus exprefling our opinion. We cannot conceive it difficult to
alcertain who are the fubjeéts of Great-Britain. We think every perfon born within the domi-
nions or allegiance of the king of Great-Britain, and every perfon made a fubject of that king-
- dom agreeable to its laws, muft remain and be confidered as a fubject of that nation, unle(s he
has, by fome fubfequent a&, divefted himfelf of that relation, either by giving his exprefs affent
to the prefent revolution, by :diering to usiand our caufe, by entering into the fervice or em-
| ployment of the United States, or any of them, or by joining in the formation of our new go-
vernment, or by taking the oath of allegiance to it, or by doing fome fimilar a&, or by giving
| his implied affent, by remaining within this ftate and receiving the protection and benefit of its
government and laws, ' ,
— - If a refident of Grrat«ﬁritain‘is a fubject of this ftate, or alien friend, he ought not to be pre-
vented from fuing in our courts; and if he is not a fubje@ or alicn friend, he cannot appear in
our courts, whole authority he difowns. L
Refidents of (Great-Britain (as you are pleafed to call them) are either the fubjefts of or aliens
"to this ftate ; if the firft, they have a‘right to fue in our courts, and ought not to be prevented ;
 if the latter, they cannot fue, and ought not to be fuppofed capable, by any implication -or in-
ference to be drawn trom any legiflative «&. If the refidents of Great-Britain are not fubjeéts of
“this ftate, it neceflarily follows, that they are aliens. - The delcription ¢ refidents” includes as
well the futjeéls of Great-Britain, as all other inhabitants of that kingdom. To affirm that re-
fidents of Great-Britain thall not (ue during the war, neceflarily implies, that they may fue after
“the conclufton of it and of confequence it alfo implies, that Britith fubje&ls could now fue, un-
S8 lefs prevented by law, and that this right to fue is only {ufpended for a'time, and will revive af-
i1 ter peace takes place, : '
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Co : A By order, \ F. GREEN, clk.
Which was read and agreed to, and, with the bill to prevent fuits being brought by any per-
fon or perfons refiding in the Britith dominions, &c. and the refolve refpecting the falary to the
council, fent to the fenate by Mr. Kecne and Mr. Freeland.

The bill to repeal the a&, entitled, An a& to appoint commiffioners to ftate and fettle the
public accounts, was read the fecond time by cfpecial order, and, on motion, the queftion was




